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 The Great Fast is a journey of the heart. It is one that offers great promise, but also is 

filled with many spiritual obstacles and pitfalls. It is not a journey to be entered into in 

any serious way without some "lead time" to bolster ourselves for the effort. The 

Church, in Her wisdom and love for us, knows this and we find worked into the Church 

Calendar four Sundays (a full month!) that start calling our minds to the theme and 

efforts of the fast. 

The first of these Sundays is the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee.. This day 

shows us the nature of true repentance through Jesus parable of two people who go to 

the temple to prayer. One, the Pharisee, is a prominent religious leader, who's prayers, 

puffed up as they are with pride and judgement of others, is condemned by the Lord. 

The Lord for the sincerity of his humility and repentant heart blesses the other man, 

the Publican, notorious for amassing a vast personal wealth by cheating others when he 

collected their taxes. 

The second Sunday in this pre-Lenten period is the Sunday of the Prodigal. This day, 

too, teaches us about the nature and fruits of true repentance. On this day, we reflect 

upon the parable about a young man who wastes his portion of the inheritance from his 

father on raucous living. Realizing how much of his life he has thus thrown away, he 

returns to his father, asking for forgiveness. The father seeing him coming from a 

distance, runs out to meet him and takes him back into his home. 

The next Sunday is called "Meatfare Sunday". This is the last day that we meat before 

Pascha. The theme of Meatfare Sunday is the Last Judgment, when Jesus teaches us 

that we will be judged based on how we treated others. To minister to another, even the 

least of all people, is to minister to Christ. To neglect another is to neglect Christ 

Himself. 

Finally, the day before Lent is the "Sunday of Forgiveness". The theme of this day is 

Adam being cast out of Paradise. In conjunction with the message from the week before, 

we are taught on this day that the measure that we use to judge others will be the 

measure by which we are judged in the end. We cannot expect to be forgiven by God, if 

we do not forgive our fellow human beings for their transgressions. This day is also 

called "Cheesefare Sunday", as this is the last day to eat dairy products before Pascha - 

you see, we do not even go into the fast "cold turkey", but are given a one-week lead up, 

meat one Sunday and diary the next. 

On the evening of Forgiveness Sunday a special Vespers service is celebrated to mark 

the beginning of the Great Fast. During this service all of the church vestments are 

changed from the paschal gold to the lenten purple. The purple vestments will remain 

in use until Great and Holy Saturday, at which time, during the Vesperal Liturgy of St. 

Basil the Great, they are changed, back to gold again. The Forgiveness Sunday Vespers 

ends with a special rite of forgiveness, when all those gathered ask forgiveness of one 

another. Thus, we begin the Lenten journey by making peace with those around us, that 

with the loving support of our brothers and sisters in the faith we may enter into the 

spiritual struggle of the Great Fast.  . . . 
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February 2012 
 
 

Sunday, February 5 

Sunday of the Publican & 

Pharisee 

Epistle: II Tim. 3:10-15; 

Gospel: Luke 18:10-14.  

 
 

Sunday, February 12 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

Synaxis of Ecumenical Teachers 

& Hierarchs  

Epistle: I Cor. 7:12-20;  

Hebr. 13:7-16; 

Gospel: Luke 15:11-32;  

Matt. 5:14-19. 

 

Sunday, February 19 

Meat-fare Sunday  

Epistle: 1 Cor. 8:8-9:2;  

Gospel:  Matt. 25:31-46. 

  

Sunday, February 26 

Cheese-fare Sunday  

Epistle: Rom. 13:11-14:4;  

Gospel: Matt. 6:14-21.    
 

  

  

  

  

  

SSUNDAYUNDAY  WWORSHIPORSHIP  SSERVICESERVICES    

AATT  SSTT. A. ANDREWNDREW’’SS  
  

 

Sunday, February 5th 

Bilingual 
 

Sunday, February 12th 

Bilingual 
 

Sunday, February 19th 

Bilingual 
 

 

 

Sunday, February 26th 

English 
 

Confession @ 9:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy commences  

@ 10 a.m. 
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Wednesday, February 15th  

 

The Presentation of Our Lord 
 

9:30 am - Confession, Hours 

10 am - Divine Liturgy 
 

Fellowship Coffee & Lunch  

to follow every Divine Liturgy 

 

REMEMBERING THE  

LIVING & DEPARTED 

During every liturgy the priest says 

prayers for the living and the de-

parted.  At the entrance to the 

church, please fill in special 

òRemembrance Cardsó and submit 

them to the celebrant priest so that 

prayers may be offered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

Memorial Booklets 
Memorial booklets are available for 

purchase in our Kiosk for $6.00 

Presentation of Our 

Lord  

Source:  http://www.goarch.org 

The Publican & The 

Pharisee  

é Continued from page 1 

Most of us would agree that fasting is hard, whether it is abstaining from food, 

luxury items and activities, and certainly from the sinful inclinations of our 

fallen nature. These things are difficult to keep "in check" most of the time. The 

struggle is particularly difficult during the Great Fast, which is longer and 

stricter than any of the other fasting seasons of the year (that is why it is called 

"Great"). Also because, when people try that much harder to live a godly life, the 

demons are trying that much harder to take them off the path. We cannot ex-

pect to successfully complete the course of the Fast if we do not start preparing 

ourselves for it in advance. Let us use the time given by our Holy Mother, the 

Church, wisely, that our efforts may bear much fruit, being filled with the radi-

ant light of Pascha at the end of the journey. 
 

Adapted from:  http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/faithandspirituality/lent.asp 



GREETERS’ ROSTER 

If you are interested in adding your 

name to our roster please phone 

Emilie (780-430-7772) or George (780-

634-5803).   

-Emilie Gorgichuk  

 

February Greeters’ List: 

Feb 5 - Nadine Brow/Lessia Slipchuk  

Feb 12 -  Mike Wasylasko  

Feb 19 - Michael & Olga Alexandruk  

Feb 28 - Gordon & Liz Haug  
 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

The following individuals 

comprise the committee: 
 

Michael Gilyshyn 780-473-6775 
 

Ernest Skakun 780-434-0543 
 

Stephanie McNee 1-780-797-2696 

 

 

NEXT PYROHY SUPPER! 

 

Our next òPyrohy Supperó 

 will be held on  

Friday,  February  3rd and 

then March 4th 

from 5:00 - 

7:30 p.m. 

Bring Family 

& Friends! 
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In  Memoriam!In Memoriam!In Memoriam!    

Should you have names of loved ones you would 

like included in this section, please contact the 

Church Office.  

Request for Donation to the Council 

of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches of 

Edmonton (CUOCE) 

Within the next week or so, each member of 

St. Andrewõs Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor 

Parish will receive a request from CUOCE for 

a donation to help reduce CUOCEõs debt. 

CUOCEõs major project is the development 

and operation of St. Stephenõs Cemetery. All 

five Edmonton Ukrainian Orthodox Parishes 

in Edmonton are signatories to the 

establishment of St. Stephen’s Cemetery. 

We encourage you to make a donation. Should 

you have any questions about the donation 

request, you may contact Parish 

representatives Ernest Skakun (780-434-0543) 

or Michael Zukiwsky (780-469-1729). 

 

Ernest Skakun  

St. Andrewõs Representative to CUOCE 

 

ETERNAL BE THEIR MEMORY!  WE PRAY THAT  

THE LORD GOD WILL  

ESTABLISH THEIR SOUL WHERE  

THE RIGHTEOUS REPOSE 

Par ish  Bullet in  Board  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

ST. ANDREW’S UKRAINIAN 
ORTHODOX SOBOR PARISH 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2012 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2012 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2012    

1:00 p.m. ( Following 
Fellowship) 

AGENDA WILL BE DISTRIBUTED 
BY FEBRUARY 6,  2012 

By e-mail and for pick-up after Divine 
Liturgy January 29 &February 5, 

2012 

St. Andrewõs Sobor Family extends their sin-
cerest condolences to: 
 

Eleanor Gordey and Family  on the repose of her 
sister, Mary Hunter -Frank (of Brantford, ON);  

 

Mary McIntosh and Family  on the repose of  her 
sister-in-law, Anne Melnyk (of St. Catharines, 
ON).  

 

Blessing of Homes 

Should you wish to have your home blessed by 

Father Yuriy this season, please sign-up in the 

church entrance or contact Stephanie McNee at the 

church office (780-469-1463) or at home (1-780-797-

2696). 
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The Christmas Season has drawn to a close. It is my hope that you were able to celebrate our great 

feasts with loved ones. Our traditional celebrations of ʉʚʷʪ ɺʝʯʽʨ/Sviat Vechir, ʈʽʟʜʚʦ/Rizdvo, 

and ʁʦʨʜʘʥ/the Feast of Theophany are steeped with symbolism and deep spiritual significance. 

The church services we attend uplift our spirits, enrichen our faith, and draw us nearer to God. Sharing with 

others in worship and during social events expands our Christian network and brings us all closer together. 

Congratulations to the Menôs Club and ɺʽʨʥʽʩʪʴ/Veerneest Dancing Program for planning and arranging a 

well organized Malanka. 

 On January 18, many were present for the Great Compline, Litia, Blessing of Water and Epiphany 

Supper. Preparations for the Epiphany Supper are elaborate and time consuming.  Thank you to to the dough 

and filling makers and all ladies and gentlemen who assisted in the earlier ʢʦʣʘʯ/kolach, lenten ʧʠʨʦʛʠ/pyrohy 

and ʛʦʣʫʙʮʽ/holubtsi work bees.  Thank you to the grocery shoppers, supper preparation crews and cooks, 

table setters, clean-up and dish washing volunteers. Special thanks to Stephanie McNee, Johanna Dzenick 

and Mickey Samycia along with a rotating crew of able assistants who worked for two full days before the 

supper.  The meal was delicious and we are grateful to all. 

 January gave Ladies Auxiliary members a break from attending a general meeting, as we all have many 

preparations for our Holy Days.  Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 20 at 7:00 p.m. at the end 

of the Family Day weekend.  By that time we will be enjoying more daylight and gearing up in preparation for 

our March 31 Easter Tea and Bake Sale. 

 On a personal note, I am inviting you to join my family and me on Sunday, February 5 following the 

Divine Liturgy in attending the ʇʘʥʘʭʠʜʘ/Memorial Service and fellowship lunch in memory of my husband, 

Clifford. It is hard to believe that already a year has gone by since his repose. I am forever grateful for your 

prayers, support and encouragement and consider myself blessed for being part of St. Andrewôs Ukrainian 

Orthodox Sobor Parish.  God Bless all of you. 

In Christian love,  

Lesia Perritt, President 

GOLDEN AGE CLUB NEWS 

We continue to invite Parish Members, over the age of 55, to join the Golden Age Club. 

 

The Golden Age Club strives to be active by taking the opportunity to get out of the house, meet other mem-

bers, enjoy the fellowship and partake in group activities. We will continue to meet every Tuesday at 9:30 

A.M. for aerobics and 10:00 A.M. for the fellowship/program. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Golden Age Club will be on Tuesday, February 7th at 10:00 A.M. All 

members and ñwould beò members are encouraged/invited to attend. 

 

Eugene Luchka, President 

Golden Age Club of St. Andrewôs 

Eugene Luchka, President (phone 780-919-8863) 

Golden Age Club of St. Andrewôs 



Christ is Baptized!             In the River of Jordan! 

A big thank you is extended to the Church School students for their presentation of the Nativity of Our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. With our very short rehearsal, the students performed very well thanks to Lesia 

Slipchuk for leading the students in Carol Singing and to the teachers for working with the students.  

 

Calendar of Events: 

Sunday, Feb. 5             -Tridion Begins / Publican & Pharisee 

Sunday, Feb 12            -Prodigal Son 

Wednesday, Feb. 15    -Presentation of Our Lord to the Temple (Feast Day 6) 

Sunday, Feb.19            -Judgement Sunday / Meatfare Sunday  / Family Day  

Sunday, Feb. 26           -Forgiveness Sunday / Cheesefare Sunday / Youth Sunday 

Monday, Feb. 27         -*Great Fast commences February 27th through to April 15th*  

 

Sunday, Mar.4             -First Sunday of Lent: Sunday of Orthodoxy 

Sunday, Mar.11           -Second Sunday of Lent: St. Gregory Palamas 

Saturday, Mar.17        -Paska and Pysanka Workshop? 

Sunday, Mar. 18          -Third Sunday of Lent: Veneration of the Cross / First Confession Recognition / Youth 

             Sunday 

 

For more information contact: Sheri Harasymuk @ 780-464-0558 or Martha Arabski @ 780-429-7855. 

 

Yours in Christ, Olga Alexandruk 

CC HURCHHURCH   SS CHOOLCHOOL   NN EWSEWS  
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A most heartfelt thank 

you to those who 

s p o n s o r e d  t h e s e 

fellowships. 

At the same time we 

invite other parish 

members to also sponsor 

an occasional Fellowship.  

Please sign-up in the 

c h u r c h 

atrium. 

 

 

 

  
 

ST. ANDREW’S 

MENS CLUB MENS CLUB MENS CLUB 

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 
The Annual General 

Meeting of St. Andrewõs 

Mens Club will be held 

on Monday, February 

20 2012, commencing 

at 7:00pm. A regular 

meeting will be held at 

the conclusion of the 

Annual General Meeting. 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIPS 
 

The Sunday Fellowships 

are greatly appreciated by 

t h e  w o r s h i p p i n g 

congregation; therefore we 

would like to thank those 

who sponsored or provided 

these fellowships in 

January: 

Lesia Perritt & Robert 

Shewchuk (Jan 1); St. 

Andrewõs Choir (Jan 8); 

Michael & Carla Kozak 

and Mr. Gorobenko (Jan 

15); Mary Ambrosie - One 

Year Memorial for Eli (Jan 

22). 
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Annual General Annual General Annual General 
MeetingMeetingMeeting   

 

St. Andrew’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Sobor 

PARISH AGM 

Sunday, February 12, 
2012 

1:00 p.m. 
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Following every Sunday Divine Liturgy, 

òFellowship Coffee & Lunchó is served! 

We welcome you and yours!  

DONATION  ENVELOPES 
 

Should you require more òOffering Envelopesó 

please fill out the request form in the Church 

vestibule entrance area.  

February 2012 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 

 

 

7 pm - Ukr 

Adult Lang 

Classes 

2 3 5-7:30 pm - 

Pyrohy Supper 

 

 

6:30 pm - Ukr 

Dance Classes 

4 

5 Sunday of the 

Publican and 

Pharisee 

 

 

Tridion Begins  

 

6 7  10 am - 

Golden Age 

Club AGM  

8 

 

 

7 pm - Ukr 

Adult Lang 

Classes 

9 10 

 

6:30 pm - Ukr 

Dance Classes 

11 

 

 

5 pm - Vespers 

12 Sunday of the 

Prodigal Son 

 

 

 

1 pm - Parish 

AGM 

13 14 9:30 am - 

Golden Age 

Club 

15 Presentation 

of Our Lord  

10 am - Div 

Liturgy@SELO 
 

7 pm - Ukr 

Adult Lang 

Classes 

16 17 

 

 

6:30 pm - Ukr 

Dance Classes 

18 

19 Meat-fare 

Sunday 

20 Family Day 

 

 

7 pm - Ladies 

Auxiliary  Mtg 

& Menôs Club 

AGM 

21 9:30 am - 

Golden Age 

Club 

22 

 

 

 

7 pm - Ukr 

Adult Lang 

Classes 

23 Pyrohy 

Workbee 

24 

 

6:30 pm - Ukr 

Dance Classes 

25 

26 Cheese-fare 

Sunday 

Forgiveness Sun-

day 

5 pm - Forgive-

ness Vespers 
 

Youth Sunday 

27 Great Fast 

Commences 
 

6 pm - Canon 

of St. Andrew 
 

7 pm -  UWAC 

Prov Exec Mtg 

28 9:30 am - 

Golden Age 

Club 

 

6 pm - Canon 

of St. Andrew 

29 

 

6 pm - Canon 

of St. Andrew 
 

7 pm - Ukr 

Adult Lang 

Classes 

   

Sundays: 9 a.m. - Confession 

  9:30 a.m. - Hours 

  10 a.m. - Divine Liturgy 

  12 noon - Fellowship  



ʉʃɸɺɸ ɯʉʋʉʋ ʍʈʀʉʊʋ!           ʉʃɸɺɸ ʅɸ ɺɯʂʀ!

  

GLORY BE TO JESUS CHRIST!    

 

GLORY BE FOREVER!  

 

This is the last Outreach newsletter prior to the 

Annual General Meeting which will be held on 

Sunday, February, 12, 2012. 

 

January, with the Nativity, Malanka and Feast of 

Jordan was an extremely busy time. It was 

interesting that on the Eve of the Nativity, while all 

of the St. Andrewõs Parishioners were observing 

Sviat Vechir at home with their families, Fr. Yuriy 

held the Grand Compline with the Litia at 7:00 p.m. 

and had 10 people in attendance. Everyone of the 

attendees was a new face to St. Andrewõs. Perhaps 

next year we will adjust the times to accommodate 

more people. On January 5 and 6, I personally fielded 

about 10 phone inquiries at the church office and 

another 15-20 at home plus a few e-mails, regarding 

Nativity services- all from non members and some 

from out of town. It is evident that interest is out 

there, however we have to have personnel in place to 

field the calls and to have the proper information to 

distribute to the public. 

 

The Food Bank and Winter Clothing Drive is 

more successful than last year. The deadline date for 

donations is January 19, 2012, when we will be 

packaging the items up and delivering them to the 

Edmonton Food Bank and the Mustard Seed Church. 

Thank you to the generous donors who have 

contributed so far. 

 

As far as the concerns regarding membership and 

member contributions that I reported on in 

separate columns in the last two months,  we have 

had some membership contributions come in but we 

are $6,000.00 below last yearõs member 

contributions, and significantly lower than last yearõs 

member contribution projections. We also have had 

some individuals and couples withdrawing from 

parish life and St. Andrewõs. These are individuals 

From T h e Pres ident  
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and couples who we havenõt seen in two years.  

Some have opted to attend churches other than 

Orthodoxy, others have just opted out. Letters of 

regret will be mailed out from the membership 

Chair to those families and individuals that are 

withdrawing, indicating they are welcome at St. 

Andrewõs at any time. Final figures on membership 

will be available at the AGM since there are a few 

more membership donations dribbling in. We will be 

looking at a definite 20-30 drop in membership 

numbers for the coming year. 

 

We had an extremely enjoyable Liturgy on January 

8 with His Grace Bishop Ilarion in attendance, our 

choir singing the responses, followed by a very 

generous fellowship luncheon sponsored by the St. 

Andrewõs Choir. As it was put so eloquently by a 

choir member òFirst we sing the Liturgy and carol to 

entertain you and now we feed you and clean up, all 

in a dayõs workó. That was so true. And we thank 

the choir for their dedication. Following the 

fellowship luncheon, we were entertained by the 

Church School children who put on a very positive 

and well orchestrated Nativity production, with the 

audience participating in the caroling, when called 

upon. Thank you to the Church School 

Children and the Church School Teachers for 

putting this together on such short notice. 

 

A reminder to all committee chairs to have 

reports turned into the office by February 6, 

2012. The committee chairs that turned their 

reports in to the Committee chairs and stakeholders 

meeting in December do not have to re-submit their 

reports since we have those on file. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

George Tkachyk 

  



9831 –75 St 

Edmonton, Alberta  T6A 2Y8 

Phone: 780 - 440-4822 or 469-1463 
Fax: 780 - 469-5256 

Email: st.andrews-uocc@telus.net 

“St. Andrew’s Outreach” is published monthly to encourage 

Christian growth, to share our faith in  

Our Lord God, Jesus Christ, to keep you informed of our 

parish events and activities, and to invite you to  

worship with us. 

Next òOutreachó Issue - February 26th  
 

Disclaimer:  We do not claim that all the information published in 

this newsletter is accurate.  All submissions are the responsibilities of 

their contributors.  
 

 

 
St. Andrewõs Menõs Club Website 

www.uocc-standrew.ca/mensclub/ 
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Newsletter Editor:  Robyn Shewchuk 

Thank you - Malanka 2012:  

Malanka 2012, turned out to be an enjoyable evening and its success is certainly 

due to the hard work and organizational skills of the Malanka 2012 Committee. On 

behalf of the St. Andrew's Mens Club, I extend a thank you to the Committee Chair 

and Co-Chair, Ashley Wells and Gene Luchka, and to the Committee Members, 

Marshall Boratynec, Lori Tymchuk, Trish Bartko, George Gushaty, Harry 

Karasiuk, Wally Yadlowski, Gordon Koshman, Martha Arabski, Fedor 

Gotsaliouk, Lawrence Dary, George Tkachyk, and Lesia Peritt. Much of the 

success of the event is attributed to your organization skills and stewardship. 

Congratulations for a job done very well.  

Thank you to Marshall and Mary Boratynec for serving as hospodar and 

hospodenia. 

Thank you to the Veereneest Dance Program and to its dance instructors, Ashley 

Wells, Steve Murrell, Amanda Chrusciel, Steve Bayduza, and Kelsey 

Palamarchuk for providing an impressive dance program by the different classes.  

Your knowledge about dance, positive attitude, and patience was reflected in the 

happy smiling faces of the dancers.  As well, your dedication, warmth, and 

friendliness gave all of us a sense of community. 

Thank you to the families of the Veerneest Dance Group for your support of 

Malanka 2012 and for serving as volunteers and especially for cleaning up. 

Thank you to John Clune, Alex Fisher, Peter Kushner, and Orest Yusypchuk 

for tending the bar.  

Thank you to George Gushaty for handling the advertising of Malanka 2012.  

And finally, a thank you to all those who attended Malanka 2012. Your support is 

greatly appreciated. 

In making these thank youõs, one always runs the risk of omitting someone. I take 

full responsibility for the omissions and offer my sincerest apologies. 

Ernest N. Skakun  

President - St. Andrew's Mens Club 


